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Bartiméus products
ICT for MDVI


Online community B-link 
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The B-link website is an on-line interactive community for those under the care of the Bartiméus Centre for the MDVI in Doorn. The website provides accessible versions of mainstream Internet applications, such as an e-mail client that can be operated without text, solely through image, sound and video. 
The B-link tool was introduced in co-operation with the Ookjij Foundation, a nationally recognised organisation developing websites for those with learning disabilities. 

With the use of input devices, individuals with an MDVI are able to independently record video messages, send these to friends and family, listen to received messages, play audiogames, listen to music and more. The webtool is self-standing, i.e. it has no requirement for additional assistive software, and can therefore be customised for user access requirements. 

[image: image3.jpg]


Through a series of structured computer activities involving mediated learning, B-link has become a successful and valuable tool for our clients – both screen and non-screen users. We have discovered that with special provision and software, such as B-link, ICT can have an enormous impact on the lives of these individuals in terms of learning, communication and personal happiness. 

The advanced technology employed by the B-link tool has already attracted the interest of other organisations in the Netherlands representing the multiply disabled. In response to this, we have developed a training programme to enable other organisations to customise and implement the tool in their own residential communities. Together with our clients we hold demonstrations of the web-tool. 
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The concept of a lifebook as a communication aid for the MDVI is something that has existed for a long time. Previously, it has been produced in the format of a printed book with photographs, which the client can share with his/her assistant or family member. However, in this format, it is the assistant who has to read and explain what is contained on each page, rather than vice-versa. It was this limitation, in combination with the new possibilities of web-based content management that led to the development of the digital lifebook. 

The aim of the product is to digitalise the clients' lifebooks whilst introducing accessible interactive multimedia content, giving the client the freedom and independence to explore his/her lifebook at pleasure. 
In its initial stages, digitalising a lifebook was a skilled and time-consuming process. The early trial versions did however prove very successful with the clients involved. They were able to work with their assistants to choose the exact content they wanted, such as a jukebox, an audio story, and recordings and videos of their daily life. They were actively engaged and often captivated by the process of making recordings for their lifebook. 

It was on this success that the web-based version was created. The wizard guides you through the process of creating a multimedia digital lifebook. The web-based version makes the task possible even for those with limited technical knowledge, and compiles the content into a customisable accessible 'book'.

In 2010 the Digital Lifebook was nominated by the Oogfonds (Eye Fund) for the Innovation Prize for the most revolutionary product for the visually impaired. 
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Sound sofa 
From the outside it looks like any ordinary sofa but thanks to a series of computers and gadgets contained within, anyone who dares to take a seat is in for a unique vibro-acoustic experience!
What is the Sound Sofa?
The Sound Sofa was developed with the aim of providing people with an MDVI the possibility to explore and expand their senses in a fun and inquisitive way. The project made use of a standard Ikea two-seater sofa, which was then equipped with a built-in computer, vibro-acoustic speakers, an RFID reader, and a web-cam, to name a few of the gadgets.  When you take a seat you will find yourself in the company of some soft cuddly toys. Each toy contains an RFID chip and when placed on an armrest triggers its own unique vibro-acoustic landscape. Through movement and pressing the sofa's built-in buttons you can interact with each sound environment, feeling the vibrations through the seat and the sounds passing around you. 

Place the monkey onto the armrest and you enter the jungle. Gradually you feel the rumble of a heard of elephants in the distance. They move closer and as they come thudding past the whole sofa begins to shake beneath you! Exchange the monkey for the trumpet and you find yourself in the spotlight as conductor of a superb orchestra. As you move your arms through the air the orchestra begins to play to your tempo. You can also just lie back on the sofa and let it read a book or a poem to you with sound effects. 

In 2008 the Sound Sofa was nominated by the Oogfonds (Eye Fund) for the Innovation Prize for the most revolutionary product for the visually impaired. 
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On-line interactive communication tool 
Schriftje.nl enables parents, teachers, therapists and support workers to exchange and share information about a child or client efficiently with ease. Information is exchanged through a specially developed website, and replaces a pre-existing system in which teachers and parents exchanged daily progress updates via a paper journal that travelled between home and school. 
· Reporting: In place of a paper journal, each child has a (secure) ‘blog’ where the parents, group-leaders, activity-supervisors and teaching staff post messages recording the day’s events and the child’s progress.

· Interaction: Posted messages can be responded to by other users (i.e. the parents can respond to messages posted by the teachers and vice versa). In this way, questions and remarks can be posted and responded to in a simple and effective way.
· Multimedia: Besides text, a post can include photos, films and/or sound recordings of relevant events and activities.

· Archives: It is possible to categorise the content of the blogs. A label (topic) can be assigned to each message, so that it can be retrieved or searched at a later date.

· Easy administration: It is easy for the administrator to copy specific information into a group-report (appearing on the blogs of all the children in a particular group) or, for example, to post specific personalised information onto each pupil’s blog.
· Safety: The website implements password protection and security provisions to ensure that the information contained on the blogs is only accessible to those who are directly involved in the care of the child.
Adapted models and maps
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Models and maps can help us understand indoor and outdoor environments. Bartiméus is currently redeveloping its centre for people with MDVI. The use of tactile models with RFID labels enables our clients to familiarise themselves with the new layout of the centre, including the residential accommodation and the layout of furniture in their new apartments. The use of RFID enables these individuals to independently activate and listen to ‘audio labels’ on each part of the models and maps.
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